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Types of Cluster
     
	High-availability (HA) clusters
	Load balancing clusters
	High-performance (HPC) clusters
	Grid Cluster

 Cluster Component
	Cluster Nodes
	Cluster Network
	Network Characterization

Applications
	Execution platform for a range of application classes
	To execute many Internet applications

Benefits
The main benefits of clusters are:
	Availability
	Performance
	Scalability  

These benefits map to needs of today’s enterprise   business, education, military and scientific community infrastructures.
Limitations
     
	Typically latency is very high and bandwidth relatively low.
	Currently there is very little software support for treating a cluster as a single system.
	Problems exist in the interactions between mixed application workloads on a single time-shared computer
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